
“What Does This Mean?” 
Martin Luther and His Small Catechism 

 

Lesson 2: The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 
What is a “Creed”? 
 

A creed is a statement that expresses what 
people believe and teach.  The Apostles’ Creed 
wasn’t written by the apostles, but it is a statement 
that expresses the truths taught by the apostles.  It can 
be traced back to the third century. 

Two other Christian creeds have played an important part in the history of the Christian 
church.  When false teachings arose within the Christian church, God’s people needed to 
confess the truth and avoid the errors.  The Nicene Creed (adopted in A.D. 325) and the 
Athanasian Creed (written about A.D. 500) were written to defend the truth of what the Bible 
teaches about God. 

Most of our worship services include the confession of one of these creeds as an expression 
of our faith.  

(“A Closer Look,” p.124 in Luther’s Catechism – © NPH 2017) 
 

The “Creeds” mentioned above are sometimes referred to as the three ecumenical creeds, that is, 
they are accepted and believed by all those within the Christian faith.  As Lutheran Christians, we 
have other statements of faith that we say are “faithful and true to the Word of God,” and therefore 
are additional creeds for us.  Among them are: 
 

 The _________________  ________________________________  (1529) 

 The _________________  ________________________________  (1529) 

 The _____________________________ Confession  (1530) 

 The ______________________ (Defense) of the __________________________ Confession  (1531) 

 The ________________________________ Articles  (1536) 

 The ________________________ of ________________________  (1577) 

You can learn more about the Lutheran Confessions on WELS.net 

WELS Lutheran Christians have also found it necessary to more clearly articulate for the world 
around us “This We Believe” as well as producing doctrinal statements that deal with issues that 
have arisen within society that but are not addressed in the Lutheran Confessions or the 
Ecumenical Creeds. 

https://wels.net/about-wels/what-we-believe/lutheran-confessions/
https://wels.net/about-wels/what-we-believe/this-we-believe/
https://wels.net/about-wels/what-we-believe/doctrinal-statements/


Agree/Disagree?  “Every Christian should have a personal creed.” 
 
 
 
 
With the creed we would confess before others what the nature of God is all about.  
What do the following passages tell us about the nature of God? 
 
 

 Deuteronomy 6:4 

 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 John 4:24 

 Malachi 3:6 

 Psalm 90:2 

 Matthew 19:26 

 Jeremiah 23:24 

 Psalm 103:8 

 1 John 4:8 

 
 Hebrews 11:3 

 Psalm 145:15 

 

 1 Timothy 2:5 

 Galatians 4:4-5 

 Mark 10:45 

 

 1 Corinthians 12:3 

 1 Corinthians 2:14 



 

 
In his explanations to the First and Second Articles of the creed, Luther conveys how God’s 
nature and what he has done for us evokes a response.  What is that response? 
 
 

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body and soul, eyes, 
ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.  

And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food 
and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I own, and all I need to 
keep my body and life. God also preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and 
protecting me from all evil. All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in 
heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to 
serve and obey him.  

This is most certainly true. 

 
 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born 
of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood 
and with his innocent suffering and death. 

All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives 
and rules eternally. 

This is most certainly true. 

 
 
How do the contents of the Creed help change our way of thinking? 
 
 

 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 1 Corinthians 10:31 

 Romans 12:1-2 

 

 

 



The Spirit’s work in our lives is indispensable.  Review Luther’s explanation to the Third 
Article below.  What is the unspoken truth that confirms our need for the Holy Spirit? 

I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 
to him. 

But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept 
me in the true faith. In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. 

On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in 
Christ. This is most certainly true. 

 

 Genesis 8:21 

 Romans 8:7 

 Ephesians 2:1 

 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-18.  How ought we to see ourselves? 

 

 
 
 
 

“While sanctification has begun and is growing daily, we expect that our flesh will be 
destroyed and buried with all its uncleanness.  Then we will come forth gloriously and arise 
in a new, eternal life of entire and perfect holiness.  For now we are only half pure and holy.  
So the Holy Spirit always has some reason to continue His work in us through the Word.  He 
must daily administer forgiveness until we reach the life to come.  At that time there will be 
no more forgiveness, but only perfectly pure and holy people.  We will be full of godliness 
and righteousness, removed and free from sin, death, and all evil, in a new, immortal, and 
glorified body.” 

Martin Luther 
 


